
Welcome to this service 
We sing 
1. Joy to the world! The Lord is 
come;  
let earth receive her King:  
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven, and heaven and nature 
sing.  
  
2. Joy to the earth! The Saviour 
reigns;  
let us our songs employ;  
while fields and floods, rocks,  
hills and plains  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
  
3. He rules the world with truth      
and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, and wonders                
of his love.  
 
Call to Worship 
We stand 
Today we remember Love, 
Born at Christmas,  
and the story of his birth. 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world; 
Jesus is joy. 
With Jesus even the dark places are light. 
Jesus is peace 
In Jesus we shall live for ever; 
Jesus is life. 
In Jesus we see the Love of God 
Jesus is love. 
In Jesus God gives us                                     
the greatest presents of all; 
Joy, peace, life and love; for ever. 
Come, let us worship God. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
We sing the Advent Candle Song 
(separate) 
 
Confession and Absolution 
Let us now, in silence,                 
remember our need for God’s 
forgiveness: 

Christ the light of the world has come 
To dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves  
and confess our sins. 
 
Christ came in humility to share our lives: 
Forgive our pride. 
Lord, have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
Christ came with presents from God free 
to all people: 
Forgive our failure to receive them. 
Christ have mercy 
Christ have mercy 

 
Christ came into a world full of suffering 
Forgive our self centeredness. 
Lord have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 

 
Just as Christ was born into our life…we 
are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God, Amen. 
 
The Sentence 
Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
news of a great joy which will come to all 
people; for to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord.  Luke 2: 10, 11 
 
 
 
The Collect: 
We pray together:  
On this day of days, loving God, 
we gather to celebrate  
the gift of Jesus Christ, 
born long ago and still today, 
Child of the universe  
present among us. 
May we, in the things we do and say 
continue to ensure 
 that his love continues to be born, 
in our world today and always. 
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. 
Amen.  
 
Gradual Hymn 
We stand and sing 
1. Away in a manger,  
no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus  
laid down his sweet head.  
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The stars in the bright sky  
looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus,  
asleep on the hay.  
  
2. The cattle are lowing,                   
the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus  
no crying he makes.  
I love thee, Lord Jesus!  
Look down from the sky,  
and stay by my side  
until morning is nigh.  
  
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus;                  
I ask you to stay  
close by me for ever,  
and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children  
in your tender care,  
and fit us for heaven, 
 to live with you there.  
 
We are seated for:  
A Chocolate Christmas (Luke 2: 1-20) 
 
 
Reflection:   A Gift from Jesus 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
O God, you have placed in our hands  
The greatest gift of all- your love,       
your own holy life.  
Even as we sing with joy today,  
We know that this is a grave 
responsibility. 
We pray that we may have                   
the wisdom and faithfulness 
To cherish this gift of your life,  
both within this community                  
and in the world. 
We pray for the ones who care              
for the vulnerable life of your love in our 
day,  
those who will protect it                      
with costly loyalty. 
We long for you, O Christ, 
Waiting in hope for justice and 
freedom. 
(silence as we speak and listen to God) 

 
We realize that there are                      
life experiences of loss and betrayal which 
make it hard to enter in the celebrations 
of family and friends on this day. 
We embrace with love and care, 
All for whom Christmas is a painful 
time. 
(silence as we speak and listen to God) 
 
 
 

Come into the world with your gifts  
Of hope, joy and peace Jesus Christ, 
And claim the earth again 
As the birthplace for your life 
And your promise of love born and reborn. 
Now and always. 
This we pray in faith. 
Amen 
 
The Peace 
We stand  
Glory to God in the highest                  
and on earth peace. 
The peace of God always be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
We stand 
1. Hark! the herald angels sing  
glory to the newborn King;  
peace on earth and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled:  
joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
join the triumph of the skies,  
with the angelic host proclaim,  
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’  
  
Hark! the herald-angels sing  
glory to the newborn King.  
  
2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord,  
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a Virgin’s womb!  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  
hail, the incarnate Deity!  
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
  
3. Hail, the heaven-born              
Prince of Peace!  
Hail, the Son of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings  
risen with healing in his wings;  
mild he lays his glory by,  
born that man no more may die,  
born to raise us from the earth,  
born to give us second birth.  
  
Offertory prayer  
God of Christmas hope,  
in joy and thanksgiving  
we offer our gifts and pray: 
Help us to be more like your Son         
who came to show us your love. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
We sit 
No love that in a family dwells, 
no carolling in frosty air,                      
nor all the steeple-shaking bells  
can with this simple truth compare-  
that God was born in Palestine  
and lives today in bread and wine.   



The Lord is here. 
God’s spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right… 
Now and for ever.  Amen. 
Send your Holy Spirit to us and to these 
gifts, and make them holy, so that we,  
your people, being fed by holy things, 
may share hope and peace, joy and love 
with the world;  
Blessing, honour and glory be yours,  
here and everywhere, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As Jesus taught us, we sing: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.   
Amen. 
 
Christ’s body was broken for us on the 
cross. 
Christ is the bread of life. 
His blood was shed for our forgiveness 
Christ is risen from the dead. 
 
Invitation 
Come, God’s people.  Come to receive 
Christ’s heavenly food. 
We share in communion 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Living God, may the bread and wine  
we have shared this Christmas. 
Lead us to acts of service  
which transform people’s lives. 
May the carols  
we have sung this Christmas. 
Help others to sing,  
even in their sadness. 
May the gifts  
we will exchange this Christmas. 
Deepen our spirit of giving 
throughout the year. 
May the people we will meet  
this Christmas. 
Remind us that we meet you  
in our neighbours. 
May the ways you have come close  
to us this Christmas. 

Not be forgotten but,  
hidden in our memories, 
Be a rich resource                                 
to lift us when times are painful. 
And humble us when things go well, 
For you are our light,  
our life and our salvation. 
This season and always 
Because of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
We sing 
O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
come and behold him, born the King 
of angels:  
  
O come, let us adore him, O come, let 
us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the 
Lord.  
  
2. God of God,  
Light of Light,  
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;  
very God, begotten, not created:  
   
3. Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
‘Glory to God in the highest’:  
   
4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  
born this happy morning,  
Jesu, to thee be glory given;  
Word of the Father, now in flesh 
appearing:  

 
Dismissal of the Community 
As Jesus brought life,  
help us to be life givers 
As Jesus brought joy,  
help us to be joy givers. 
As Jesus brought peace,  
help us to be peacemakers 
As Jesus brought love,  
rekindle love in us 
Help us use these gifts for all eternity 
So that the love which was  
born through the baby in Bethlehem 
May be a beginning, not an end. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
Be with you all 
Now and evermore.  Amen  

 
Go now to love and serve the Lord. 
Amen.  We go in the name of Christ! 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY READINGS 

 
Isa 9:2-7                Titus 2:11-14  
Luke 2:1-14,(15-20)  
 



 
Holiday Hours 
While many of our support staff will be taking 
time off during the Christmas and New Year 
period, Jacqui and Dan will be available 
throughout. Dan will be on-duty from 
December 25th-28th and Jacqui from the 29th. 
If you call the Cathedral’s main line (75 83 
111) your call will be diverted to their cell 
phone. Don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Weekday services: Our usual weekday 
services will continue as normal up to 
Christmas before taking a short break and 
resuming again from the 4th of January.  
 
Community Café: The Community Café is on 
holiday until Tuesday, January 19th. Pop the 
date on your 2021 calendar and let us make 
breakfast for you! 
 
E-ffervescence: Our weekly e-newsletter will 
be coming out every fortnight over January, 
starting on the 1st and returning to its normal 
weekly timetable from January 29th. 
 
Organ Recital Series 
2021’s organ Recital Series will begin on 
Thursday February 13th with a special 1pm 
concert which will be the 100th Cathedral 
Organ Recital from Christopher Luke ($5 
admission). The regular series will continue 
throughout the year on the third Thursday of 
every month at 12.15pm at the Interim 
cathedral (Gold coin admission). 
 
Carillon Recital Series 
There are more scheduled Carillon recitals on 
Pūkākā/Marsland Hill: Sunday, January, 
Sunday February 7th, Sunday March 7th and 
Monday, March 8th. All performances begin 12 
noon.  
 
 

 
Choral Evensong 
Throughout the year, our Director of Music 
has been providing an online Choral Evensong 
service each Sunday and Wednesday 
featuring readings for the day and choral 
music from Cathedral Choirs from around the 
world. If you are interested in receiving these 
services each week, please email Christopher 
at music@taranakicathedral.org.nz to be 
placed on the email list. 
 
Back In The Black 
The Finance Committee is pleased to report 
that the financial result for the 10 months 
year to date 31 October is a surplus of 
$22,000. This is better than the budgeted 
deficit of ($27,000) by $49,000. The 
improved position is due to offerings at 
$155,000 being 95% of budget, costs being 
controlled to 92% of budget and covid-19 
funding received of $29,000. 
 
Fundraising Total 
We’re delighted to announce that the Project 
Fundraising total currently sits at 
$12,039,887. A massive thank you to you all 
for your support  – whether that’s making 
weekly planned giving donations, buying a 
Cathedral Cake, contributing to the Organ 
Restoration Fund or spreading the word about 
the Project to others and keeping us in your 
prayers!  
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